
 

WEST BRIDGEWATER PLANNING BOARD 

6/1/16 

 

 

PRESENT: H. Hurley, H. Anderson, G. Stetson, A. Kinahan and J. Noyes 

 

ABSENT: None 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. 

 

1.   269 North Main Street: Anthony Verra was present. 

The Board received a request for a site plan review from Verra Catering Inc. doing business as 

Grand Slam Pizza and Pub located at the above address.  Mr. Verra stated that he is planning to 

add a walk-in cooler/freezer to be attached to the existing restaurant at the rear of the building.   

He stated that the freezer would be ten (10’) feet by sixteen (16’) feet.  Mr. Hurley noted that the 

site plan review is required because Mr. Verra is enlarging the footprint of the building.  

 

Mr. Stetson stated that there is a six (6”) inch water pipe there and asked Mr. Verra if he was 

aware of it.  Mr. Verra stated that he was not.  Mr. Stetson stated that it was added by a previous 

tenant but it was never used.  Mr. Verra stated that it was probably because if a tenant expects to 

have more than a ninety-nine (99) person capacity in the building, it must have a sprinkler 

system.  Mr. Stetson stated that he thought it was added when it was the Town Line Café.  Mr. 

Hurley reminded Mr. Verra that before he can do any construction he would have to contact the 

Water Department and Dig Safe.  Mr. Verra asked if it the water line was marked and Mr. 

Hurley reported that it had been marked by the Water Department when it was put in.   

 

Mr. Kinahan questioned how Mr. Verra would access the freezer.  Mr. Verra stated that there is a 

small wing near the prep area where he will construct a walkway for them to gain access. Mr. 

Kinahan questioned whether this would be the only change made.  Mr. Verra stated that it would. 

  

Mr. Hurley reported that the Board had received only one letter from the other Town Boards.  He 

stated that the Board of Selectmen advised that they have no concerns or issues with the project.     

          

A Motion (GS) was made to approve the site plan for a walk in cooler/freezer to be located at the 

rear of Grand Slam Pizza & Pub at 269 N. Main Street as presented with the following condition:   

 

1. That the water line will be located before any work can begin. 

  

Second (HA).  Vote: Unanimous. 

 

2.   463 Spring Street/Progressive Estates: Charles Woodward of Professional Land Survey 

Associates and petitioner, Andrew Dyer, were present.  Lisa Lacombe and Stephanie Church 

were also present. 

 

Mr. Noyes recused himself from the hearing due to a possible conflict of interest. (The full Board 

voted on the remaining business items before Mr. Noyes left)  He will not return to the meeting. 
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Public Hearing continuation 8:10 p.m. 

 

Mr. Woodward presented his revised plans for the one (1) Lot subdivision entitled "Progressive 

Estates" for review.  Mr. Hurley reminded the Board that they had requested that Mr. Woodward 

review and revise his drainage for the above subdivision.  It was noted that at the last meeting, 

that some of the previous revisions were not going to work due to the proposed elevations and 

contours. 

 

Mr. Woodward stated that he had again listened carefully to the concerns of the Board, went 

back to the drawing board and made several more significant improvements to the plan.  He 

stated that he had color-coded the contours and elevations on the revised plan to illustrate just 

how everything would tie in.  He stated that where it had looked as if the contours crossed, it was 

a result of the computer program he uses, so he separated them out to better show that they won’t 

actually cross when completed.   

 

Mr. Woodward stated that at the driveway low point he had added another low area (lower than 

any of the adjoining properties) to better contain the water.  He stated that all of the low areas are 

now one to two (1’-2’) feet below the neighbors.  He noted that it is “dead flat” between the 

house and Progressive Avenue.  He stated that with this design all of the water will stay on-site.  

Mr. Woodward stated that Progressive Avenue is the high point; that the new road and new 

house will both drain from opposite ends to the lowest point in the center of the property.  He 

stated that he had also put a small berm to further ensure that the water stays on-site.  He noted 

that, in his opinion, it would take a major storm and flood before any water would go over the 

berm. He stated, “That is a lot of water.”   

 

Mr. Woodward stated that he had also made a small swale along the entire edge of the property 

to pick up any water not absorbed by the grassy area.  He noted that anything else would flow 

downhill towards the lower area.  He noted that it would have to flood two (2’) feet before it 

would reach the neighbor’s land. Mr. Woodward stated that he could not imagine how, with this 

design, that any water would ever reach any of the abutters.  He also reminded the Board that he 

would install two (2) roof drains to contain any further runoff which would drain into gravel 

areas beneath the drains and then empty into the swales.  Mr. Woodward stated that no matter 

what happens, he was confident that all of the water would stay on-site.    

 

Mr. Hurley asked what the Water Table is there.  Mr. Woodward stated that it was about five (5’) 

feet.  He stated that he is going to be building the basement floor approximately two (2’) feet 

above the water table.  Mr. Hurley stated that he thought it looked good.  Mr. Stetson stated that 

Mr. Woodward had done what the Board had asked of him.  Mr. Hurley stated that he likes this 

plan a lot better than the first one that was submitted.   

 

Mr. Hurley asked what waivers Mr. Woodward would be asking for and suggested that the 

Board review them.  Mr. Woodward stated that the waivers have not been changed since the 

original plan.  Mr. Hurley explained that the Board routinely waives some of the requirements 

for a one lot subdivision. They are as follows: 
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3.3.1.3.5.  No Key Map 

3.3.1.3.7.   No Location Plan – Scale 1"=100' 

3.3.2.13.     No Plan & Profile 

3.3.2.15.    No Utility Plan 

3.3.2.16.     No Drainage Calculations 

3.3.2.17.  No Tree Plan 

3.3.4.   No Test Pits, Borings or Soundings for Storm Drainage or  

 Street Construction  

4.2.4.3.  Dead End Street Turnaround Diameter of at Least 120’ Required     

4.2.4.4.  No Adjacent Properties Are Suitable for Construction from the End of     

                          the Dead–end Street. 

4.2.6.6.    Reduce Pavement Width from 24' to 18' 

4.2.7.    No Berm or Curbing 

4.3.    No Sidewalks 

4.4.1.    No Underground Utilities 

4.4.2.   No Proposed Water Main, Lot Will Have Individual Water Service 

4.4.2.4.   No Proposed Fire Hydrant (although there is one within 100’) 

4.4.4.   No Street Lighting 

4.4.5.    No Gas Main 

4.4.6.   No Fire Alarm System 

4.5.       No Storm Water Management Plan 

4.6.4:   No Planted Trees  

4.8.1.2.    Granite Monuments Required (Concrete Monuments Requested) 

 

Mr. Hurley reminded the Board that there is an easement to the Town for the water pipe and 

catch basins.  He questioned whether the note that this road will remain private in perpetuity was 

on the plan.  Mr. Woodward stated that it was. Mr. Stetson stated that Mr. Dyer would have to 

put up a street sign and private way sign at the entrance to the property.  Mr. Hurley questioned 

whether any responses were sent by any other boards, especially from the Board of Health.  It 

was noted that there had been none. Mr. Woodward stated that he had done the perc tests with 

Health Agent, Robert Casper, and they passed.  Mr. Hurley noted that the forty five (45) day 

review period had also passed.  It was reported that payment of the invoice for the public hearing 

notices in the Enterprise and abutter notifications in the amount of $634.25 has been paid.   

 

Ms. Lacombe stated that she was pleased with the changes but wanted an opinion from the 

Board; would she get more water in her basement as a result of the construction?  She stated that 

there is a super low water table and she was concerned.  Mr. Hurley noted that she was 

“upstream” so he didn’t think she would get any more water but he was not stating that she 

absolutely wouldn’t get more.  He noted that water tables do “funny things” and he did not know 

what is underneath the surface.  Mr. Woodward stated that there is very “rough stuff and hard 

soils” underneath. He noted that he did dig some test holes.   
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Ms. Lacombe questioned where the pavement would be and why there was an extended area.  

Mr. Woodward explained that the extended area is for emergency access and showed her the 

pavement line.  Ms. Lacombe stated that there was even less pavement than she thought there 

would be so that made her happier.  She asked if it would be similar to the one across the street 

from her. Mr. Woodward stated that it would be.  She noted that she can’t see much water on that 

site, and that the grass they used was better than what was on the actual house lot.  Mr. Stetson 

stated that they had used a “mat with seeds” that grows quickly. Ms. Lacombe stated that the 

grass at the cul-de-sac is much better than the grass growing in the neighbor’s yard.  Mr. Stetson 

noted that any water doesn’t sit there for long. Mr. Woodward stated that this lot would probably 

be even less than what pools across the street.    

 

Ms. Church stated that when she put on an addition to her home they could only go down six and 

a half (6 ½’) feet before they hit water.  Mr. Hurley stated that this is why proponents are 

keeping everything above that level.  He stated that there may be some damp areas, but they 

should dry out quickly.  As there were no other questions or concerns: 

 

A Motion (GS) was made to grant the waivers as presented on the plan and as stated above.  

Second (HA).  Vote:  Unanimous of the four (4) members present. 

 

A Motion (HA) was made to approve the subdivision known as Progressive Estates as revised 

with the following condition: 

 

1.  That the Progressive Lane Street sign and Private Way sign are installed. 

 

Second (GS).  Vote:  Unanimous of the four (4) members present. 

 

A Motion (HA) was made that when the twenty (20) day appeal period has elapsed (June 23) the 

Board members will be contacted to come in and sign the plans.  Second (GS).  

Vote:  Unanimous of the four (4) members present. 

 

The Form C Subdivision Approval will be filed with the Town Clerk in the morning which will 

begin the appeal period.  Mr. Woodward will come in this week with a new 2nd page Mylar and 

prints to complete the plans already presented.   

 

3.   541 Walnut Street/The Farm: 
Mr. Hurley reported that Larry Silva, of Silva Engineering, had contacted him to discuss the 

street names for the above subdivision.  He reported that the Fire Chief has some concerns with 

the street names and the numbering of the homes and suggested that they should be revised.  

According to Steve Fox, the Chief would like to have the entrance roads to have a different name 

than the middle roadway.  Mr. Silva had suggested North Farm Way, South Farm Way and 

Corral Circle.  Mr. Hurley reported that he did not like compound names and suggested that they  
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re-think the street names. Board members were in agreement with Mr. Hurley and discussed 

possible ways to assign the house numbers.  A lengthy discussion was held and several 

suggestions were made on possible street names.  Mr. Stetson explained how the numbers should 

be assigned based on each individual lot’s frontage.  He noted that, unfortunately, there are no 

specific standards on how this should be done.  Mr. Hurley stated that he was sure that they 

would be able to figure it out as long as no compound names were used. 

 

The Board also received a recorded copy of the Form J Lot Release for Lot 12 and Lot 13.  The 

Board had agreed to release the lots so that the developer could construct two (2) model homes 

as a way to demonstrate what type of houses would be built in the subdivision.  The Form J was 

placed on file.  

 

4.   Pearl Road: 

A brief discussion was held on the status of the above subdivision.  Mr. Hurley reminded the 

Board that they were awaiting confirmation from Town Counsel, David Gay that the deed 

descriptions and conveyances were in order before scheduling a public hearing to release the 

surety being held by the Town. 

 

It was noted that the landscaping has not been completed and that the "green" area at the end of 

the cul-de-sac still has not been resolved even though the Board has requested that they address it 

several times.  The Board will await completion of the above items before moving forward. 

          

5.   Bresciani Estates: 
It was reported to the Board that Mr. Correia has set up the additional fifty thousand ($50,000) 

dollar surety fund in order to get the final lot (Lot 6) released so that he can finish up the above 

subdivision as soon as possible. A letter from Treasurer/Collector, John Duggan, stated that the 

total amount of the surety is now set at ten thousand ($10,000) dollars.  The Form J was released 

so that Mr. Correia can obtain a building permit.  

 

6.   Cochesett Estates/Chapter 40B: 

The Board received a copy of the Cochesett Estates filing with the office of Environmental 

Affairs for the property to be located off Scotland Street. The report by Outback Engineering 

noted that this is a subdivision of an eighty six (86) acre parcel and the construction of eighty 

nine (89) single family homes.  The site is located within the Hockomock Swamp ACEC and 

priority habitat of endangered species per Natural Heritage endangered Species Program.  The 

report was placed on file and becomes part of the official record. 

 

The Board also received a copy of the revised plans that were sent to ZBA Chairman, William 

Lucini, with a bullet list of changes to the plan which included, elimination of the emergency 

access, relocation of the drainage, reconfiguration of buildings and lots 55-70, water line 

elimination, modification of gravel emergency access and revisions of the roadway. Also  
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included was the approximate location of the sewer treatment plant, topography of proposed 

grading, in progress profile sheets, cross sections, sidewalk revisions, and addition of the sight 

distance plan. 

 

Correspondence from the ZBA noted that there will be a workshop meeting on June 14, 2016 at 

10:30 a.m. at the Town Hall with the developers, department heads, consultants and two (2) ZBA 

members.  It noted that the developer would like to see the roads accepted by the Town in the 

future and invited the Planning Board to attend.  Mr. Hurley noted that he is unable to attend this 

meeting and suggested that one of the other members could do so.  Mr. Stetson stated that he 

would attend. A letter will be sent to the Zoning Board of Appeals Chairman, William Lucini, 

stating that the Board was Unanimous in their agreement that for any roadways to be accepted by 

the Town, they must meet all of the standards as specified in the Rules & Regulations Governing 

the Subdivision of Land in the Town of West Bridgewater.  The Board agreed that they will not 

recommend acceptance of these roadways unless all of the criteria is met.  The plans as presented 

do not meet the requirements. 

 

7.   MAIL: 

Bridgewater ZBA public hearing 6/7/16, re: special permit, 124 Bedford Street. 

Bridgewater ZBA public hearing 6/7/16, re: special permit, 1915 South Street. 

Bridgewater ZBA public hearing 6/7/16, re: variance, 1029 Pleasant Street. 

Board of Assessor's minutes of 5/4/16. 

Expense Control report of 5/24/16. 

Expense Ledger report of 5/24/16. 

Town Accountant memo, re: Fiscal Year 2016 closing. 

Digital Media Lab Open House at the Town Library invitation. (postponed until the Fall) 

 

8.    A Motion (HA) was made to pay the secretary payroll for the period ending 5/31/16.    

       Second (AK).  Vote:  Unanimous. 

 

9.    The minutes of 5/18/16 were accepted and filed. 

  

10.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:55 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Donna M. Cotter, 

Secretary 


